
 

 
 

Aaron Schlossberg Rant and Fallout 
 
 
STEP 1: CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BEFORE VIEWING THE VIDEO  
 

1. Describe your reaction when you hear someone speak a language you don’t understand 
in a public setting.  
 

2. Do you speak any language other than English? Do you speak it in public on a regular 
basis? Describe how speaking it in public makes you feel.  

 
 

STEP 2: READ THE CONTEXT AND CORRESPONDING ARTICLES 

On May 16th, New York City lawyer Aaron Schlossberg was caught on video complaining about 

Spanish-speaking workers at a local eatery. The video went viral and sparked outrage on social 

media platforms, eliciting accusations of racism, thousands of negative reviews on 

Schlossberg’s law firm’s profiles, his eviction from his current building, and a crowdfunded 

Mariachi concert outside the man’s apartment building.  

New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/17/nyregion/anti-immigrant-rant-

manhattan.html 

Fox News: http://www.foxnews.com/us/2018/05/17/hearing-restaurant-workers-speak-

spanish-sends-man-on-rant.html 

Mariachi concert coverage on Huffington Post: https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/fiesta-

protest-for-aaron-schlossberg_us_5aff7423e4b07309e058125f 
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STEP 3: WATCH THE VIDEO 
 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_ZPZjgcZ5M 

 

STEP 4: ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AFTER VIEWING THE VIDEO 

1. Schlossberg, in his video comments, associates the Spanish language with food stamps 
and other domestic aid programs. How does the idea that Spanish speakers are poor 
and needy affect public attitudes towards Hispanics in the United States? How 
widespread do you believe this idea is? Is it growing or shrinking in popularity?  
 

2. Had the eatery employees been speaking French, Italian, or German, do you think 
Schlossberg’s reaction would have been different? How? Why?  

 

3. After the incident was filmed, Schlossberg was shamed publicly both online and in 
person. Protests were held outside his office as well as his apartment building. In your 
opinion, is shaming a proper way to deal with alleged racism? Do you think the conduct 
of protestors and critics crossed a line at some point? If so, when? If not, why not?  
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